Primaquine-induced superoxide production by beta-thalassemic red blood cells.
Primaquine, a prooxidant antimalarial drug, incubated with human red blood cells (RBC) induced marked superoxide generation in the cells as detected by exogenous cytochrome c reduction. In the presence of primaquine, beta-thalassemic RBC produced significantly more superoxide than normal RBC, thus reflecting the vulnerability of beta-thalassemic cells to oxidative stress.